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streamline the legal immigration sys-
tem for talented STEM students, entre-
preneurs, and business. These actions 
will raise average wages for all Amer-
ican workers and reduce the deficit. 
But this is only a first step toward real 
reform, and as I have said before, the 
Congress should act on the more com-
prehensive reform that only changes in 
the law can provide. Independent 
economists say immigration reform 
will grow our economy and shrink our 
deficits by almost $1 trillion over 20 
years. It is time to fix our broken sys-
tem and help grow our economy by 
passing comprehensive immigration re-
form. 

The Budget also builds on the 
progress we have made ensuring that 
every American has the peace of mind 
that comes with quality, affordable 
health insurance. The Affordable Care 
Act has helped to provide millions 
more Americans get covered. It has 
forced insurance companies to play by 
the rules by prohibiting discrimination 
for pre-existing conditions and elimi-
nating lifetime insurance caps. It has 
also helped to put our Nation on a 
more sustainable fiscal path by slowing 
the growth of health care costs. The 
Budget includes additional reforms and 
cost saving proposals to continue en-
couraging high-quality and efficient 
health care. 

This Budget shows what we can do if 
we invest in America’s future and com-
mit ourselves to an economy that re-
wards hard work, generates rising in-
comes, and allows everyone to share in 
the prosperity of a growing America. It 
lays out a strategy to strengthen our 
middle class, and help America’s hard- 
working families get ahead in a time of 
relentless economic and technological 
change. 

Fifteen years into this new century, 
and six years after the darkest days of 
the financial crisis, we have picked 
ourselves up, dusted ourselves off, and 
begun again the work of remaking 
America. We’ve laid a new foundation. 
A brighter future is ours to write. This 
Budget will help us begin this new 
chapter together. 

BARACK OBAMA.
THE WHITE HOUSE, February 2, 2015. 
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MEASURES READ THE FIRST TIME 

The following bills were read the first 
time: 

S. 338. A bill to permanently reauthorize 
the Land and Water Conservation Fund. 

S. 339. A bill to repeal the Patient Protec-
tion and Affordable Care Act and the Health 
Care and Education Reconciliation Act of 
2010 entirely. 
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EXECUTIVE AND OTHER 
COMMUNICATIONS 

The following communications were 
laid before the Senate, together with 
accompanying papers, reports, and doc-
uments, and were referred as indicated: 

EC–499. A communication from the Direc-
tor, National Institute of Food and Agri-

culture, Department of Agriculture, trans-
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule 
entitled ‘‘Hispanic-Serving Agricultural Col-
leges and Universities (HSACU)’’ (RIN0524– 
AA39) received in the Office of the President 
of the Senate on January 28, 2015; to the 
Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and 
Forestry. 

EC–500. A communication from the Acting 
Chief of the Endangered Species Listing 
Branch, Fish and Wildlife Service, Depart-
ment of the Interior, transmitting, pursuant 
to law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Endan-
gered and Threatened Wildlife and Plants; 
Adding 20 Coral Species to the List of Endan-
gered and Threatened Wildlife’’ (RIN1018– 
BA63) received in the Office of the President 
of the Senate on January 27, 2015; to the 
Committee on Environment and Public 
Works. 

EC–501. A communication from the Assist-
ant Secretary for Legislative Affairs, De-
partment of Homeland Security, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, a report entitled ‘‘De-
partment of Homeland Security Privacy Of-
fice 2014 Annual Report to Congress’’; to the 
Committee on Homeland Security and Gov-
ernmental Affairs. 

EC–502. A communication from the Deputy 
Director, Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention, Department of Health and 
Human Services, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Closed-Cir-
cuit Escape Respirators; Extension of Tran-
sition Period’’ (RIN0920–AA60) received in 
the Office of the President of the Senate on 
January 28, 2015; to the Committee on 
Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions. 

EC–503. A communication from the Assist-
ant Secretary of Legislative Affairs, Depart-
ment of Homeland Security, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, a report entitled ‘‘Report on 
H–1B Petitions’’ for fiscal year 2014; to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 

EC–504. A communication from the Assist-
ant Secretary of Legislative Affairs, Depart-
ment of Homeland Security, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, a report entitled ‘‘2014 Data 
Mining Report to Congress’’; to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary. 
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INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND 
JOINT RESOLUTIONS 

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first 
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated: 

By Mr. MANCHIN (for himself, Mr. 
PAUL, Mr. WYDEN, and Mr. CRUZ): 

S. 327. A bill to provide for auditable finan-
cial statements for the Department of De-
fense, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Armed Services. 

By Ms. KLOBUCHAR (for herself, Mr. 
LEE, and Mr. SCHUMER): 

S. 328. A bill to amend the Trademark Act 
of 1946 to provide for the registration of 
marks consisting of a flag, coat of arms, or 
other insignia of the United States, or any 
State or local government, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. MURPHY (for himself and Mr. 
BLUMENTHAL): 

S. 329. A bill to amend the Wild and Scenic 
Rivers Act to designate certain segments of 
the Farmington River and Salmon Brook in 
the State of Connecticut as components of 
the National Wild and Scenic Rivers System, 
and for other purposes; to the Committee on 
Energy and Natural Resources. 

By Mr. HELLER (for himself and Ms. 
STABENOW): 

S. 330. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to make permanent the 
special rule for contributions of qualified 

conservation contributions, and for other 
purposes; to the Committee on Finance. 

By Mr. CRAPO (for himself, Mr. UDALL, 
Mr. BENNET, Mr. HEINRICH, and Mr. 
RISCH): 

S. 331. A bill to amend the Radiation Expo-
sure Compensation Act to improve com-
pensation for workers involved in uranium 
mining, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. GRASSLEY (for himself and 
Mr. SCHUMER): 

S. 332. A bill to amend title XVIII of the 
Social Security Act to make permanent the 
extension of the Medicare-dependent hos-
pital (MDH) program and the increased pay-
ments under the Medicare low-volume hos-
pital program; to the Committee on Finance. 

By Mr. PORTMAN (for himself, Ms. 
AYOTTE, Mr. BARRASSO, Mr. BOOZMAN, 
Mrs. CAPITO, Mr. CRAPO, Mr. GRASS-
LEY, Mr. ISAKSON, Mr. JOHNSON, Mr. 
LEE, Mr. RUBIO, and Mr. VITTER): 

S. 333. A bill to require that any debt limit 
increase be balanced by equal spending cuts 
over the next decade; to the Committee on 
the Budget. 

By Mr. PORTMAN (for himself, Ms. 
AYOTTE, Mr. BARRASSO, Mr. ENZI, Mr. 
GRASSLEY, Mr. ISAKSON, Mr. JOHNSON, 
Mr. LEE, Mr. RUBIO, and Mr. 
TOOMEY): 

S. 334. A bill to amend title 31, United 
States Code, to provide for automatic con-
tinuing resolutions; to the Committee on Ap-
propriations. 

By Mr. GRASSLEY (for himself, Mr. 
CASEY, Mr. BURR, Mr. WARNER, Mr. 
ROBERTS, and Mr. CARDIN): 

S. 335. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to improve 529 plans; to the 
Committee on Finance. 

By Mr. CRUZ (for himself, Mr. MCCON-
NELL, Mr. CORNYN, Mr. VITTER, Mr. 
TOOMEY, Mr. PAUL, Mr. BARRASSO, 
Mr. PORTMAN, Mr. ISAKSON, Mr. 
SCOTT, Mr. HATCH, Mr. CRAPO, Mr. 
INHOFE, Mr. WICKER, Mr. PERDUE, Ms. 
AYOTTE, Mr. RUBIO, Mr. BLUNT, Mr. 
MORAN, Mr. COATS, Mrs. FISCHER, Mr. 
GRASSLEY, Mr. LANKFORD, Mr. FLAKE, 
Mrs. ERNST, Mr. DAINES, Mr. THUNE, 
Mr. COCHRAN, Mr. BOOZMAN, Mr. 
BURR, Mr. LEE, Mr. GARDNER, Mr. 
MCCAIN, Mr. SHELBY, Mr. ROBERTS, 
Mr. COTTON, Mr. SASSE, Mr. ALEX-
ANDER, Mr. JOHNSON, Mr. HOEVEN, Mr. 
ROUNDS, Mrs. CAPITO, Mr. TILLIS, Mr. 
GRAHAM, Mr. CASSIDY, Ms. MUR-
KOWSKI, Mr. RISCH, and Mr. SES-
SIONS): 

S. 336. A bill to repeal the Patient Protec-
tion and Affordable Care Act and the Health 
Care and Education Reconciliation Act of 
2010 entirely; to the Committee on Finance. 

By Mr. CORNYN (for himself, Mr. 
LEAHY, and Mr. GRASSLEY): 

S. 337. A bill to improve the Freedom of In-
formation Act; to the Committee on the Ju-
diciary. 

By Mr. BURR (for himself and Mr. BEN-
NET): 

S. 338. A bill to permanently reauthorize 
the Land and Water Conservation Fund; read 
the first time. 

By Mr. CRUZ (for himself, Mr. MCCON-
NELL, Mr. CORNYN, Mr. VITTER, Mr. 
TOOMEY, Mr. PAUL, Mr. BARRASSO, 
Mr. PORTMAN, Mr. ISAKSON, Mr. 
SCOTT, Mr. HATCH, Mr. CRAPO, Mr. 
INHOFE, Mr. WICKER, Mr. PERDUE, Ms. 
AYOTTE, Mr. RUBIO, Mr. BLUNT, Mr. 
MORAN, Mr. COATS, Mrs. FISCHER, Mr. 
GRASSLEY, Mr. LANKFORD, Mr. FLAKE, 
Mrs. ERNST, Mr. DAINES, Mr. THUNE, 
Mr. COCHRAN, Mr. BOOZMAN, Mr. 
BURR, Mr. LEE, Mr. GARDNER, Mr. 
MCCAIN, Mr. SHELBY, Mr. ROBERTS, 
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